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Williamsburg Aviation Scholarship 
Program

Taking Applications for Class of 2022

High school juniors and seniors can review eligibility criteria and submit their application 
via website between February 15th and April 15th.   

www.waspscholarship.org/application

To apply, you must be 17 yrs old no later than June 1, 2022, be in High School or Home School, 
and live in the Tidewater area. 

Along with the application, you will need to provide:

• High School Transcripts

• Two Recommendations

• Copy of your logbook if you have previous flight training.

The Application Window closes April 15th, 2021 at 11:59pm EDT

Ryan Kordek, Class of 2021 and one of the Cessna 172 Skyhawks of the Williamsburg Flight Center fleet.



What’s up with WASP…

Meet the Class of 2021
From Left: Thomas Young Senior Menchville HS, Newport News VA

Abdalla Elrahhal Junior Denbigh HS, Newport News VA

Micah Stark Senior Grafton HS, Yorktown VA

Ryan Kordek Senior Jamestown HS, Williamsburg VA

Joseph Reynolds Senior Homeschooled, Williamsburg VA

Parris Maurer Junior Lafayette HS, Williamsburg VA

RJ Wartofsky Senior Tabb HS, Yorktown VA

Class started flight training in July of 2020 and Ground School started the first of August and 
was completed by the end of November.



Joseph Reynolds

Homeschooled, Williamsburg VA

“I’m currently a senior in high school working
towards achieving my goal to fly for the United
States Air Force. I never thought that it would be
possible for me to start flying at such a young age
until I discovered the WASP program.

Acceptance into the WASP has been one of the

biggest highlights of my life so far because it has

enabled me to receive flight instruction with the

financial support my family and I needed.

In just under a year, I have single-handedly operated

an aircraft, gone on cross-country flights, and passed

my FAA written test all because of WASP!

My dreams are becoming an exciting reality because
of this scholarship and I cannot express enough
gratitude to the generous people that make it
possible.”

Joseph has 37 flight hours and is now in the cross-
country phase of training. He says covid really hasn’t
affected his training and in fact has made more time
available for it.

He has applied to the Air Force Academy and is also
looking at local colleges with a plan to transfer to a
four-year school with an ROTC program.
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Thomas Young

Menchville HS, Newport News VA

Ever since I was a young child, seeing planes pass

overhead motivated me to pursue a career in

aviation. The training costs were prohibitive to me

so I explored aviation through school projects and

leadership in AFJROTC instead.

The Williamsburg Aviation Scholarship Program

changed my situation drastically. Thanks to their

funding, I have experienced the joy of flight

without having to worry about the financial

burden. I am well on my way to earning my PPL

and achieving a life-long dream. However, the

impact WASP has had on me is not limited to my

flight training. The experiences WASP facilitated

assisted me in earning an appointment to the

United States Air Force Academy.

WASP has been the highlight of my high school

career and will continue to have a profound

impact on my life as I enter college and the armed

forces.

Thomas has completed 36 hours of flight

instruction and is also in the cross-country phase

of flight. He say’s his favorite part of flight

training are flying solo and seeing the area from a

new perspective from the air.



Micah Stark

Grafton HS, Yorktown VA

Micah says, “being a part of WASP has been life

changing event”. Micah has now logged over 54

hours of flight training and is beginning his final

preparations for his last cross-countries and check

ride. He will complete his flight examination in

early spring and wants to continue to build hours

before college.

After graduation Micah will attend the United States

Air Force Academy. At the academy Micah intends

to fly with either the soaring program, Aero Club, or

academy flight team.

Micah would like to express his gratitude to WASP

and all the donors, particularly the Ray Foundation,

who generously provided a matching grant of

$25,000 over the past few years.

The community which surrounds this amazing

program truly represents one of the most dedicated

communities who seek the best for their students.

We are looking forward to the next steps Micah will

be taking on his journey as an Air Force Cadet and

as an aviation professional.

RJ Wartofsky

Tabb HS, Yorktown VA

RJ is a senior and say he has been interested in

aviation since he can remember. He grew up in

areas where there was always airplanes flying

overhead. He then moved onto building models and

rockets and reading anything that pertained to

aviation. He then joined the Civil Air Patrol. He also

attended NASA Space Camp at Wallops Island and

learned about sounding rockets and drone

operations. While a part of CAP, he began flight

training in powered flight and also earned a

scholarship in the Tidewater Soaring Society.

RJ has over 40 hrs. of flight time logged in Cessnas

and Gliders. He hasn’t made up his mind yet about

what direction he wants to go in aviation, but he is

intrigued by military and civilian options.

RJ is in the middle of college applications and is

interested in continuing his aviation education.5

Instructor Chris Hochella 
“clips the tailfeathers” off RJ 
Wartofsky after his first Solo 
flight.



Abdalla Elrahhal

Denbigh HS, Newport News VA

Abdalla is a Junior in the Aerospace Program at
Denbigh. He took his first flight when he was 8 and
had the dream to fly but never thought the dream of
flight would become a reality. WASP made that
dream come true.

He has now logged 27 hours though the WASP
program and has completed the solo and knowledge
test. He’s now in the cross-country phase of his
training and is looking forward to a few additional
solo flights too. So far, his favorite part of flying is
“all of it and seeing the view from above” per
Abdalla. He wants to continue to earn additional
ratings and licenses after he gets his Private Pilots
License and even wants to be a flight instructor.

Abdalla leads a busy life and when not in school or
flying he has leadership roles in the Civil Air Patrol,
the Newport News Police Young Adult Police
Commissioners, the Mayor’s Youth Commission
and the Library Board of Trustees. He is also on the
Varsity Swimming, Cross Country and Soccer
teams. He’s also participated in the Virginia Math
league, Academic Bowl and the Model UN.

In addition to powered flight, Abdalla flies gliders
out of Garner Gliderport and is an active member of
the Tidewater Soaring Society.

He’s interested in Aerospace Engineering and
Computer Science and will be applying to the
USAF Academy and research universities that have
AFROTC programs.

Parris Maurer

Lafayette HS, Williamsburg VA

Parris is a Junior and wants flying to be one of her

many talents. She first fell victim to the flying bug

after a discovery flight at the Williamsburg Flight

Center in 2019. After that, she knew she wanted to

fly and it was something she could do, not just

dream about. She then started to scrimp and save for

flight lessons, but as we have all found out, it is a

daunting task.

Fortunately, the Williamsburg Aviation Scholarship

Program offered her a scholarship. Her initial

training plus the training offered by WASP has now

put her in the position of having close to 40 hours of

instruction.

She has enjoyed flying with her flight instructors at

the WFC and has received additional support from

her Mom, brothers and sisters.

She’s also looking forward to the next phase of her

education and is currently looking at different

colleges. She’s also leaning towards William and

Mary and is thinking about following in her sister's

footsteps. 6



Alumni 

Sam Frye
James Madison University

The opportunity WASP provided to me has
been beneficial to both my professional and
personal career. The experience and flight
hours have been recognized by the US Air
Force which gave me a significant advantage
in the pilot selection process. Outside of the
Air Force, flying has been one of my favorite
activities and ways to meet new people and go
to new places. As a college student, flying has
had to come second after academics, but I take
every chance I get to get up into the air. If
learning to fly and getting your pilot's license
is your goal, WASP will help you get there.

Sam is a graduate of the second WASP Class
(2016). After earning his Private Pilots
License, he has continued to fly and build
hours and now has 110 hrs logged. He is
attending James Madison University, and is a
Junior and is in the Air Force ROTC program.
He is currently competing for a pilot slot once
he graduates and gets commissioned.

While continuing in flight training, Sam has
enjoyed working in controlled airspace since
he trained primarily out of an uncontrolled
airport. Since getting his PPL, he has added
complex and high-performance endorsements
as well as undergoing Upset Prevention &
Recovery Training at Prevalence Aerospace in
Chesapeake. “I really enjoy the more extreme
end of flying, and something like that was just
up my alley. I have 2 or 3 hours of instrument
training under my belt, along with several
flights as a safety pilot and working
approaches from the right seat. I hope to
continue my training when able and to keep
learning. Thank you!”

Ryan Kordek

Jamestown HS, Williamsburg VA

Ryan’s interest in aviation began with his uncle's

stories of Naval Aviation and general aviation while

growing up and he decided he wanted to give it a try.

Flight training has been a dream of his, so after a few

lessons on his own, the hook was firmly planted.

Ryan is well on his way to earning the Private Pilot

License and has logged 55 hours. He says he has a few

night flights left, the test prep and then he’s ready for

the test.

He said his favorite thing about flying so far has been

that amazing feeling of his first solo with the

knowledge that he has control and has been entrusted to

make critical decisions. “It is one of the most

accomplished feelings I have ever had” says Ryan.

Ryan is a Senior and finished his high school credits

this past semester. He is now attending Thomas Nelson

Community College to earn dual enrollment credits

before college. Ryan has been accepted to the Liberty

University School of Aeronautics and is looking

forward to adding additional ratings and privileges to

his license while at school. He’s most interested in

commercial and corporate flying now.

“The WASP Scholarship has provided me with so

many amazing opportunities and the ability to make

lasting relationships. Without WASP, it would have

been so much harder to learn about flying and what

options are available in the field of aviation. WASP

gave me a huge start in the right direction and has

solidified my career path.

I’m grateful for this opportunity and for all the

experiences this journey has given me”.
7
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Alumni Spotlight
Josiah Hughes 

WASP Class of 2020 – USAF Academy

“Okay. Everyone take your masks off.” Not your 
typical classroom instruction in today’s COVID 
learning environment. But this wasn’t a typical 
learning environment. The masks were oxygen, 
and the students were Air Force Academy first year 
cadets spending a day at the high altitude chamber 
at Peterson AFB in Colorado. Cadet Josiah Hughes, 
a WASP graduate from Newport News was among 
them. “It was the greatest feeling to put on that 
fighter pilot helmet. I didn’t want to take it off. I 
just sat there grinning,” Josiah recalled.

Becoming a fighter pilot and attending the Air 
Force Academy has been one of Josiah’s dreams 
since childhood and hearing the “sound of 
freedom” roar overhead growing up in Hampton 
Roads. Obtaining his private pilot’s license was one 
of the first steps toward that goal, and the WASP 
Scholarship played a huge part in helping him 
accomplish that – despite the COVID-induced 
lockdowns and restrictions. As a student at 
Denbigh High School’s Aviation Academy, Josiah 
already had ground school knowledge, but WASP 
gave him the flight hours to make the pilots license 
a reality. “When I would attend various interviews 
for my Air Force Academy nomination and 
appointment, the interviewer would ask about my 
flying experience or my goals. I would tell them I 
was already taking flying lessons, and share how 
many hours I had, and some of the interviewers 
were veteran pilots, and they’d smile really big and 
I knew there was a connection and it probably had 
a big part in why I got into the Academy. I would 
not have had that advantage, those flight hours, or 
that experience without the WASP program,” he 
shared.

Josiah is currently studying Aeronautical 
Engineering while hoping to become a fighter pilot. 
He finds his studies and daily life challenging but 
often recalls the advice he received from Tuck 
McAtee that “the Air Force Academy is a tough 
place to be AT, but a great place to be FROM.”

Currently he is in the final stages of trying 
out for the flying team (hence the trip to 
Peterson AFB to explore altitudes) and is 
also on the men’s club volleyball team.

Josiah wishes to express his deepest 
gratitude to everyone who made the 
WASP Scholarship possible as well as the 
friends and mentors at Williamsburg Flight 
Center and the Williamsburg Airport.

Josiah back in his days as a WASP student.
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A Special Thanks to the Ray Foundation

The Ray foundation gave WASP another matching grant of up to 
$25,000 for Class of 2021 and we’re thrilled to report WASP 
raised enough funds to earn the entire amount! We hope to do 
the same this next class year despite the pandemic setbacks.

James C. Ray and his wife, Joan, founded the Ray Foundation in 
1963. Mr. Ray was a B-17 pilot in WW II and flew 30 missions over 
Germany, some of the most dangerous missions recorded in 
aviation history. They created the foundation to “strengthen 
families and foster self-discipline, confidence and personal 
responsibility” for aspiring young aviators through flight training. 
James believes it is important to involve youth in all facets of 
aerospace and has faith in the talents and energy of the next 
generation of aviators.

The foundation supports programs that “develop life skills such as 
honesty, work ethic, self-confidence and discipline in young 
adults.”  WASP is especially honored to have their support. 
Through the Ray Foundation, WASP receives not only the 
matching grant, but also an outside validation of their program’s 
effectiveness.



WASP is now a qualified organization with Amazon Smile

Amazon Smile is a service of Amazon that allows us (WASP) to receive .0.5% of any qualified

Amazon Smile purchase. The products, service, delivery, return policies/procedures are the same

as the Amazon you may be used to using. Only difference is you must go to

www.smile.amazon.com . Once there you will be asked what charity you want to support. Type

“Williamsburg Aviation Scholarship Program” in the open block. You simply follow any

prompts to be sure that WASP will receive the benefit of this program then place your order in

the usual fashion.

What is AmazonSmile?

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every

time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web

browser and can be activated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When

you shop AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate

0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.

How does AmazonSmile work?

When first visiting smile.amazon.com, customers are prompted to select a charitable

organization from over one million eligible organizations. In order to browse or shop at

AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization. For eligible purchases

through AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to

the customer’s selected charitable organization.

Be sure to bookmark smile.amazon.com - shopping on amazon.com will not earn WASP any

benefit. Give it a try…..

Donations are Gladly accepted via:

Mail: WASP at 102 Marclay Rd. Williamsburg, VA 23185

Text: 833-909-1863 (text e.g. “Give $25)

Website: www.waspscholarship.org via the donate button at the top right corner of the page.
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Holstein $10,000 Matching Grant
Kurt Holstein is a true friend of aviation, and he

understands the depth of the pilot shortage in America.

Last newsletter we mentioned the matching grant

opportunity and we are happy to report that our

fundraising met the match which enabled us to select

seven students for the Class of 2021. Kurt’s grant

honored his Dad who was a frequent flyer at the

airport. Kurt flies an AT-6 Texan.

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=org_sls_rlp_sas_sml
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/


Wine, Wings and Wheels
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Sponsor Highlight: Jody Severinghaus
The Severinghaus connection to aviation goes back to the 1940’s. Nelson Severinghaus was a student at
Georgia Tech and then transferred to University of Arizona to get a mining degree. While there, his interest
in flying started and he saved his lunch money everyday to pay for flight instruction. He got his private
pilot’s license in the late 40’s, then moved to the Atlanta area for work. While in Atlanta Nelson joined a
flying club called the Gooney Birds. They were flying J3 Cubs back then with just the barest of
instrumentation.

This is where daughter Jody joins the picture as some of her earliest memories are flying with her Dad in
the backseat of the Cub around the Georgia countryside. Jody’s Dad passed in 2011, but the aviation
passion had been passed down to the next generation. Jody also earned her Private Pilots License and is
now in the Williamsburg Area. Thank you to the Severinghaus Family for their continued support!

On 31 October 2020, the Williamsburg
Jamestown Airport hosted A Chef’s
Kitchen & Colonial Cars for WASP’s covid-
compliant, pop-up, Wine, Wings and
Wheels wine-tasting fundraiser. This event
was result of having to cancel our larger Gala at
Kingsmill due to pandemic protocols.

Chef John Gonzales, owner/operator of
Williamsburg’s legendary A Chef’s
Kitchen, organized, cooked, and presented a
gourmet 5-course paired wine tasting for a
crowd of 35—all against a backdrop
you can't find anywhere else, and with your
own WASP board members as waitstaff.

Wine, Wings and Wheels raised over $4,000 for
our scholarship mission! Attendees left with full
stomachs, a bottle of wine of their
choosing, and eight individuals won
flights via our raffle—all involved left
asking how soon we would host another!! Stay
tuned..

THANK YOU: A CHEF’s KITCHEN,
WILLIAMSBURG JAMESTOWN AIRPORT,
COLONIAL CARS, our VOLUNTEER PILOTS, &
JENNA MILLER PHOTOGRAPHY!
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Golf Tournament

“Fantastic.” “What a great time.” “Outstanding.” These were 
some of the comments I heard at the WASP 2020 Golf 
Tournament held at the Kingsmill Golf Club on June 20th, 2020. 
For a while, we were worried it wouldn't happen Covid-19 
looked like a game stopper, but the staff at Kingsmill worked 
with us to put together a safe tournament, with lunch, awards 
presentations and all in spite of the the restrictions and some 
marginal weather, everyone went home with a smile and a 
wonderful memory.

Thanks to our current and past WASP students, the program 
came off without a hitch. They managed the sign-in, all the side 
contests, setting up lunch (which had to be outside because of 
covid restrictions) and cart services throughout the tournament. 
Thank you all for your help.

With some rather ominous clouds in the distance, we teed off with 20 
teams. Then Thor got mad and brought it to a stop. With lightening in the 
area, the staff paused the event for an hour, then had to cancel it. The good 
news is that the Kingsmill staff gave each player a certificate of a free round 
of golf!

The tournament was successful due to the outstanding support from our 
sponsors and players. The net revenue to WASP was just shy of $15,000 or 
when coupled with the matching Ray Scholarship grant enough for three 
scholarships. Our thanks also to our corporate sponsors, the Air Force 
Association, GSD and Ritchie-Curbow Construction. Along with that, the 
Williamsburg Drug Company sponsored the prizes, and the Williamsburg 
Casey Auto sponsored the hole-in-one contests.

The biggest source of revenue was the players and hole sponsors who 
bought the greens fee, mulligans or just threw money into the pot. 

The big winners for 2020 were the Casey Auto team of Mark Shebelski, Ron 
Smith, Roberto Dial and Phil Gaskin.

Mark Your Calendar!!
5th Annual WASP Golf Tournament will be held at Kingsmill on 
the River Course with lunch to follow on

Saturday June 19th, 2021

Flyers will be mailed in late February to all players from last year. 
In mid-March we will open up the registration to everyone.  See 
you in June!

Front: Micah Stark, RJ Wartofsky, Charlie Ippolito 2019, Joseph 
Edwards
Back: Kyle Lingelbach 2016, Parris Maurer, Abdalla Elrahhal, 
Thomas Young, Josh Cardoza 2020, Clare Provoncha 2018, 
Issac Rutan 2018, Tess Petersen 2020, Zac Idema 2020



13

Board Spotlight 
Thomas “Tuck” McAtee

Tuck was a key founder of WASP and our first president. He is a strong proponent of aviation and has

always loved flying. He received his private pilot license on his 17th birthday! (no small achievement). He

is a highly decorated pilot with 265 combat missions in Vietnam & the recipient of two DFCs & 12 Air

Medals.

Tuck grew up in the Mid-West where he graduated from St. Louis University High School and then

attended Notre Dame for one year before receiving an appointment to the USAF Academy. Tuck did not

make the “cut” at the Academy the first year because he did not pass the eye test (but that’s another story!).

After a year at Notre Dame he passed the eye test and entered the Academy where he studied aeronautics,

engineering & design. Tuck was elected the first President of the new Academy Aero Club and he was

among the first to fly the T-38 trainer, a supersonic jet.

After graduation, his first operational assignment was with a F-100 Super Sabre squadron. Eventually Tuck

flew over 4,000 hours in the F-100, F-4, A-7, F-104, F-15, and the F-16. Tuck next earned his MS in

Aerospace Engineering from U. of Arizona and later he became a USAF test pilot and later the Deputy

Commander of the Fighter Weapons School.

As if all of that were not enough Tuck worked for 17 years at General Dynamics. He also worked on

number of new aircraft designs for the Air Force including the replacement for the F-111. Today Tuck flies

his own SX-300 - a two-seater “rocket” of a propeller airplane. If you like speed, this is the airplane for

you.

He met is beloved, Ann, in Japan where she was teaching for the DoD. He has three children and eleven

grandchildren. He says his greatest fortune is his family.

Thank you Tuck for all you have done for aviation, and especially for the young men & women who also

have the desire to fly. You are a terrific role model for them and for all of us at WASP.
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Harry’s War: A World War II Memoir

Our Treasurer, Gerald Runyan, has produced a new
book on World War II. He has taken his father’s written
experiences during the war, and hundreds of actual
wartime photographs to make this book an interesting
and informative read. Harry L. Runyan served the
United States as an engineering officer in the 30th
Photo Reconnaissance Squadron during World War II.
Supported by award-winning historian and author John
V. Quarstein, Runyan shares his unique viewpoint of
this world-changing event in Harry’s War: A World War
II Memoir.

Perfect for anyone interested in history, Harry’s War
describes the 30th Photo Reconnaissance Squadron
history, from formation, through training and action, to
final demobilization, as well as its “everyman” soldiers,
like Runyan himself, who gave up safety, security, and
loved ones to fight for victory.

As much a tale told in words, it is one told in compelling
photographs taken by a young Runyan. Aerial closeups
of destroyed cities, pre-D-Day dicing pictures showing
the German defenses, high-altitude photos of the D-
Day invasion, and personal snapshots of the men and
the planes that carried out the war, both in action and
going about their daily routines, offer glimpses into a
world few have seen.

You can purchase the book on Amazon or Barnes &
Noble online. However, if you purchase a copy directly
from Gerald Runyan he will donate $2.00 to WASP for
each book sold and personally autograph the book!
Price is $18.95. Gerald@aercorp.com.

To get a better idea of what the book is like:

1) Go to the Amazon website, type in the 
full name of the book in the search box. 
Once you find the listing Amazon has a 
“Look Inside” feature that will let you get a 
glimpse of the book, 

2) you can go to you tube - search for 
Outskirts Press, Harry’s War. It should pop 
up as #1 video to view. 

Board of the Williamsburg Aviation Scholarship Program
Officers for 2021 – 2022 Members
President Joey Ritchie Karen Jackson Mark Rutan
Vice President Heron Wiedner Tuck McAtee Ron Salyer
Treasurer Gerry Runyan Tina Petersen Kurt Weidman
Secretary Jay Pearsall Charley Rogers

mailto:Gerald@aercorp.com



